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E D I T O R I A L St
GREETINGS AND GOOD WISHES FOR THE

NEW YEAR
The December issue of CALIFORNIA AND WEST-

ERN MEDICINE will be in the mails some weeks in
advance of the Christmas and New Year's season.
In anticipation, however, the OFFICIAL JOURNAL
welcomes the opportunity of extending its hearti-
est felicitations for the approaching holidays to all
members of the California Medical Association.
If, perhaps, the monetary rewards for services
have not been as great as in more prosperous
years, physicians have at least the satisfaction of
knowing that much of their work has made the
lot of many beings more livable; and that thought,
alone, should bring gladness to the heart.
The healing-art guild is truly a noble one, and

its faithful disciples are fortunate in being able
to render that peculiar aid which makes the world,
for a host of persons, a far brighter and more
attractive place.
May the physicians of California, therefore, in

the year to come, be recipients of the kindest
thoughts and expressions from grateful patients,
and mav they also ever be animated by an earnest
desire to move forward, shoulder to shoulder, in
meeting the problems which confront both scien-
tific medicine and modern day civilization. To all,
then, a Merry Christmas! and a Happy New
Year!

PROPOSED VOLUNTARY MEDICAL
SERVICE PLAN

Special Session of California Medical Asso-
ciation's House of Delegates Called for Decem-
ber 17.-What may become an item of major
historical moment in the annals of the California
Medical Association is the action taken by its
Council, at a meeting on November 12, in author-
izing the call for a special session of the Associa-
tion's House of Delegates, to be held in Los An-
geles on Saturday, December 17. At that time
there will be presented for consideration a report
from the Council, outlining the basic principles for
a plan of voluntary medical and hospitalization
service, designed to permit citizens, belonging to
certain income bracket groups, to avail themselves

t Editorials on subjects of scientific and clinical interest,
contributed by members of the California Medical Associ-
ation, are printed in the Editorial Comment column which
follows.
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of such opportunity on a prepayment basis. The
initial and tentative thoughts contemplate the
voluntary co6peration in the plan of practically
all of the more than 6,000 members of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association.

* * *

Organized Medicine Is Admirably Adapted
to Take Up This Work.-Without going into
details, it should be evident that the members of
the California Medical Association are in a pivotal
position to participate in a plan of such large-scale
medical service. Their state, county and local or-
ganizations, with a personnel already in past years,
carefully selected, present excellent groups through
whose members medical service of proper quality
may be offered and rendered. As a matter of fact,
the large number of citizens who need the pro-
posed medical service are today, in the majority
of instances, patients of the physicians who make
up the California Medical Association. The prob-
lem, therefore, is not one of placing new patients
under the supervision of our members, but of
devising methods whereby these patients will find
it less of a hardship, financially and otherwise,
when unforeseen illness or injury come to them.

* * *

"Adequate Medical Care" Is Not a Simple
Matter.-The solution of that problem is not
a simple matter, as may be witnessed in the mas-
sive amount of survey and other literature that
has come off the press in the last several years.
Nor is this a new problem for the California Medi-
cal Association, our organization having spent, or
misspent, probably more money (certainly in ex-
cess of $50,000 of its funds on the "California
Medical Economic Survey" on an investigation of
medical-care needs of citizens) than any other of
the constituent state units of the American Medi-
cal Association. But even those funds, if their
expenditure has aided in the crystallization of the
thought of members on the needs and procedures
of medical care, may be construed as well spent.

* * *

Initial Efforts with Nonprofit Hospitalization
Organizations.-As is well known, our first
practical efforts in this work, other than the pro-
motion of better orientation of the problems
among the members themselves of the Association,
may be said to have aided in the creation of the
three nonprofit groups: the first in the Sacramento
region, the second that of Alameda and the third
in the Los Angeles area, in which hospitalization
on a prepayment basis was made available to citi-
zens. Time has shown, however, that California
citizenry wishes more than hospitalization pro-
tection; in short, the people want medical care,
with hospitalization included.

* * *

California Medical Association Council Has
Been Constantly Studying Medical Care Prob-
lems.-The members of the Council of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association, upon whom has de-
volved the responsibility of carrying forward the

instructions of the House of Delegates, as given
at succeeding annual sessions of the Association,
have been obliged, of necessity, to give much
serious thought to these matters; and in their own
meetings, and through the Department of Public
Relations and special committees, there has been
constant effort to find the paths to more adequate
medical service, both as regards distribution and
as to quality of service, to be made available to all
California population groups.

In the tentative plans in mind, just referred to,
the indigent and near-indigent citizens, who now
receive treatment in the county and other hospitals
of California are, for the moment, left out of
consideration. It is the group of citizens above
these in income, but who, particularly in the recent
years of economic stress and strain, have found
it most difficult to meet the expenses of unfore-
seen illness, that the proposed plans of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association, as submitted through
the special committees and Council, are most con-
cerned.
More than this, at this time and in this column,

it is not possible to state; for we do not know
what will be the conclusions reached by the dele-
gates when they meet on December 17 to consider
these and related matters. On other pages* appear
articles and paragraphs, shedding sidelights on
some of the problems at issue. Their perusal,
hasty and otherwise, is commended to the readers
of the OFFICIAL JOURNAL. In the meantime, care-
ful thought should be given to these important
matters by all members of the California Medical
Association, and opinions should be freely ex-
changed with officers and delegates, to make more
certain that actions decided upon will have the
approval of members, particularly in relation to
basic principles.

It is to be hoped, therefore, that the special
session of the House of Delegates will make for
a real advancement in the practical solution and
realization of these big problems of adequate
medical care, at least so far as those problems
affect the citizens of California.

STATE HUMANE POUND ACT DECISIVELY
DEFEATED!

Scientific Medicine Supported by a Two-to-
One Vote.-By a vote of more than two to one,
Initiative Proposition No. 2 (the State Humane
Pound Act)-a proposed law, so written as to
confuse voters concerning its real purpose, and
with a title legal in form and yet equally as mis-
leading as the text-was rejected, November 8
last, when more than a million votes were cast by
Californians against it.

Thus, animal experimentation-as sponsored by
physicians of California, acting through the Cali-
fornia Medical Association, the California Society
for the Promotion of Medical Research, the Pub-
lic Health League of California and allied friends
-received the decided approval of California's

* For official notices, see page 470; for other articles, see
pages 500-503.


